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Science Meets Art Festival
The Center for Humanities and History of Modern Biology’s

Art Exhibit  Exhibition of works by CSHL employees, invited artists 
2:00pm  and Celia and Wally Gilbert Artists-in-Residence 

Welcome   Bruce Stillman, CSHL President            
3:00pm                       Mila Pollock, Executive Director, Library & Archives

SESSION 1- Science Meets Art
3:10PM-4:15PM

Chair            Jan Witkowski, CSHL Professor

Science to Art         Wally Gilbert, Nobel Prize Laureate, Digital Photographer
Creation Science  Carter Burwell, American Film Composer
A Painter Thinks Like a Scientist David Peikon, Painter               
Tiny Tells: The Science of  Helen Hou, CSHL Assistant Professor   
Mouse Facial Movements                   

Coffee Break (20 min) 

SESSION 2 – Celia & Wally Gilbert Artists-in-Residence 
4:35pm-5:50pm

Chair   Mila Pollock, Executive Director, Library & Archives

   Lynn Fellman – Artist & Author
   Jacqueline Abend – Abstract Artist

Lise Borel - Composer - Musical Piece
JoeAnn Hart - Writer - Passage Reading 

Reception to follow

Sunday July 21, 2024
2:00pm-6:00pm

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL)
Grace Auditorium



SCIENCE MEETS ART FESTIVAL SPEAKERS

Walter Gilbert 
Nobel Prize Laureate, Digital Photographer
As an undergraduate, Wally Gilbert studied physics and chemistry at Harvard University. 
He received his PhD from the University of Cambridge in 1957 for his work on the 
theory of elementary particles, the quantum theory of fields. He first became interested 
in messenger RNA after he worked with Jim Watson on experiments to isolate the 
nucleic acid in the 1960s. In the early 1970s, Gilbert developed a pioneering method for 
determining the sequence of DNA and this work led to him receiving the 1980 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry, which he shared with Fred Sanger and Paul Berg. In 1978, Gilbert co-
founded one of the earliest biotechnology companies, Biogen. In 1987, he returned to 
Harvard and was appointed Carl M. Loeb University Professor. In 1992, Gilbert co-
founded Myriad Genetics and in 1996 he co-founded Paratek Pharmaceuticals. In the 
early 2000s, Gilbert became actively engaged in photography and digital artwork and 
has held over 50 solo exhibitions around the world. Wally Gilbert and his wife Celia, who 
is a poet and an artist, sponsor the annual Artist-in-Residence Award for artists, 
composers, writers, and designers at the Center for Humanities and History of Modern 
Biology at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory. The Walter Gilbert Collection at CSHL Library 
and Archives is composed of material accrued by Gilbert as a student (Sidwell Friends 
School, Harvard University, Cambridge University), professor (Harvard University), and as 
a pioneering entrepreneur in the field of biotechnology (Biogen). The collection includes 
course notebooks, lecture notes and teaching files, scientific papers, correspondence, 
photographs, memorabilia, clippings, and material related to receiving the Nobel Prize. 
 www.wallygilbert.com 
Virtual Galleries of Wally Gilbert work are available at kunstmatrix.com/en/wally-gilbert

Carter Burwell 
American Film Composter
Carter Burwell graduated from Harvard College in 1977 where he studied anima[on and 
electronic music as well as pursuing a course of independent study at the MIT Media Lab 
(then known as the Architecture Machine Group). Burwell became a teaching assistant in 
the Harvard Electronic Music Studio a]er he graduated and in 1979 his animated film 
Help, I'm Being Crushed to Death by a Black Rectangle, won first place at the Jacksonville 
Film Fes[val and second place at the O`awa Interna[onal Anima[on Fes[val. Burwell 
was Chief Computer Scien[st at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory from 1979 to 1981, 
where he wrote so]ware for image processing, lab automa[on, and protein analysis. In 
1982, he joined the New York Ins[tute of Technology as a computer modeler and 
animator, ul[mately serving as Director of Digital Sound Research, while also working on 
computer-animated television spots and films. In the 1980s, Burwell built a parallel 
career in music, which included playing with several bands in New York City and wri[ng 
music for dance, theatre, and film. Burwell’s feature film scores include: Miller’s 
Crossing, Barton Fink, The Hudsucker Proxy, Rob Roy, Fargo, The Spanish Prisoner, Gods 
and Monsters, Being John Malkovich, Before Night Falls, AdaptaNon, Before The Devil 
Knows You're Dead, Burn AQer Reading, Where The Wild Things Are, Twilight, The Kids 
Are All Right, True Grit, Carol, Anomalisa, and Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri. 
His most recent film scores are Drive-Away Dolls, Finestkind, To Catch A Killer, and The 
Banshees of Inisherin. 
www.carterburwell.com
Photo credit: Tycho Burwell

http://www.wallygilbert.com/
http://www.carterburwell.com/


SCIENCE MEETS ART FESTIVAL SPEAKERS

Helen Hou
CSHL Assistant Professor
Helen Hou completed a BSc in physics and biology at the Massachuse`s Ins[tute of 
Technology in 2010, before receiving her PhD from Harvard University in 2017. She 
completed a postdoctoral fellowship at Columbia University and was then a visi[ng 
research scien[st at CTRL-Labs at Reality Labs. In 2022, Hou became an assistant 
professor at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory where she studies how the brain 
orchestrates motor and physiological control in natural and innate behaviors, focusing 
on facial movements. Hou studies the neural mechanisms underlying the dynamic 
control of facial mo[on and expression using rodents as a model, applying 
electrophysiological, imaging, neuroanatomical, behavioral, and computa[onal 
analyses.

David Peikon
Painter
As a primarily self-taught painter, I learned from studying the masters I revere 
including John Sargent, William Merri` Chase, Sorolla, Monet, and others. 
Working alla prima, (without preparatory underdrawing) keeps the work fresh 
and spontaneous, while also impar[ng a more interes[ng paint surface than 
the academic approach of classical realism.  

While best known for the naturalism of my landscapes, I equally enjoy pain[ng 
the people who pass through my life, whether presented as portraits or 
figura[ve pieces. I am honored to include among my portrait si`ers: William F. 
Buckley Jr, gene[cist Dr. George Church, Salvatore Ferragamo, David H. Koch, 
Nobel Laureates Dr. Elizabeth Blackburn, Dr. Tom Cech, Dr. Wally Gilbert, Dr. 
Carol Greider, and Dr. James D. Watson, and many others.
www.ar[stdavidpeikon.com

http://www.artistdavidpeikon.com/


Jacqueline Abend
New Jersey
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Jacqueline Abend is an artist and art educator born and based in New Jersey. Working with 
a preference for abstraction and mixed media, she often uses materials like inks, acrylics, 
and oil pastels to create colorful works of art. Her artistic process explores collaboration and 
interpersonal connection, and often involves inviting others to make art with her. Jacqueline 
lives and teaches in Rahway, New Jersey, where her art is regularly on display in downtown 
galleries and local shows. Her current work studies nature and the legacies within the 
National Park System, having recently participated as an artist-in residence in Great Basin 
National Park in Nevada and Homestead National Historical Park in Nebraska. The Celia and 
Wally Gilbert Artist-in-Residence Program is her first residency, where she was inspired by 
the work of several scientists, past and present. Her time at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
led to three series inspired by several areas of interest: the Amor Lab and their research on 
senescent cells, the Jackson Lab’s work with understanding genetics in plants, and Barbara 
McClintock’s observations of mutations in maize. She is excited to return to Cold Spring and 
share her work with the scientific community.

Lynn Fellman
Virginia
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Lynn Fellman is an independent American artist and Fulbright Senior Scholar who writes 
and draws about genomic science from her studio in Alexandria, Virginia. Fellman 
received the Celia & Wally Gilbert Artist-in-Residence award for her proposal to write and 
draw “Decoding Plant Genomes,” a book about the Cold Spring Harbor Lab (CSHL) plant 
biologists and their research to secure our food supply.  “I have been attending scientific 
meetings at CSHL for many years. This award allowed me to let the world know about the 
vital research by the brilliant scientists at this extraordinary place.”
See Fellman’s fine art, animations, illustrated books, and the scientific institutes, 
universities, and foundations supporting her work at www.FellmanStudio.com.

GILBERT ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE SPEAKERS & EXHIBIT PARTICIPANTS

JoeAnn Hart
Massachusetts
2024 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
JoeAnn Hart is the author of Arroyo Circle, a novel of reclamation in a time of loss, 
forthcoming by Green Writers Press in October 2024. Her other work includes the 
fiction collection Highwire Act & Other Tales of Survival and the memoir Stamford 
’76. Her writing often explores the relationship between humans, their environments, 
and the more-than-human world.



GILBERT ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE SPEAKERS & EXHIBIT PARTICIPANTS

Julien Masson
United Kingdom
2024 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
I am a French ar[st based in the U.K.  I have studied and worked in many countries in 
Europe and exhibited my works in galleries and in several cultural events. My work 
explores our interac[ons with scien[fic technology and how it influences our percep[on 
of ourselves and help us define our place within the world that surrounds us. I want to 
inspire contempla[on about our own place within Nature. In our interconnected webs of 
existence, Science and the Arts offer solu[ons to the great challenges of our [mes.
My aim is not only to foster a dialogue between the disciplines but also to bring it to the 
general public.

Lise Borel
France
2024 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Lise Borel is a French composer and singer living in Paris. She composed for renowned ar[sts 
and ensembles: Philippe Jaroussky, Edgar Moreau, Radio France Children Choir, Aedes choir, 
Colonne Orchestra, Versailles Royal Opera Orchestra... Her musical pieces were premiered in the 
Eiffel Tower, French Ins[tute, Théâtre des Champs Elysées, Les Invalides, Les Catacombes, Radio 
France,  & Opera of Bordeaux. She was commissioned by French Fonda[on, Villecroze Musical 
Academy, Na[onal Educa[on, & El Sistema Orchestra. Lise was in Residency in Ircam Paris, 
Atacama Desert in Chile, Villa Swagatam in Jodhpur India, & Royal Abbaye of Fontevraud France. 
Lise sings in different places in France : Francofolies, Les Trois Baudets, le Limonaire. She will 
perform a tour of her concerts in India next year with the French Embassy. She began her 
musical career by studying piano, singing and classical dance. She then joined the Radio France 
professional children choir and a]er her baccalaureate, she studied literature and obtained a 
degree in Musicology from the Sorbonne University. At the same [me, she won several prizes at 
the conservatory (Analysis, Orchestra[on, Musical Culture, Musical Wri[ng). She also went to 
composi[on and choral conduc[ng class. Alongside her studies, she began teaching at the Radio 
France professional children choir (composi[on, musical training, assistant choir director...). She 
pursues her desire to pass on her knowledge by giving lectures (ENS, Radio France workshops, 
Educa[on Na[onale workshops and around the world). She taught piano at the Jaroussky 
Academy for six years. The voice is her favorite material, and in 2016 she wrote a thesis on the 
voice as part of her Musical Culture prize). She is also trained in the Alexander Technique and 
the Dalcroze method. Lise was also responsible for the Christmas program at the Fontevraud 
Royal Abbey in 2022.

Lauren Camp
New Mexico
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Lauren Camp serves as New Mexico Poet Laureate. She is the author of eight books of poetry, most 
recently In Old Sky (Grand Canyon Conservancy, 2024). A former Astronomer-in-Residence at Grand 
Canyon National Park, Camp is a recipient of the Dorset Prize, finalist commendations for the Arab 
American Book Award and Adrienne Rich Award, and fellowships from the Academy of American 
Poets and Black Earth Institute. She has been a visiting writer among scientists at Lowell Observatory 
and Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory. Her poems have been translated into Mandarin, Turkish, 
Spanish, French, and Arabic. www.laurencamp.com

http://www.laurencamp.com/


EXHIBIT PARTICIPANTS

Cynthia Fan
United Kingdom
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Cynthia Fan is a plant artist and curator, originally from South Africa, now based in London. Her 
creative practice stems from a long-standing fascination with plant morphology. After completing a 
PhD in the genetics of leaf shape variation in Begonia and working as a florist for a number of years, 
Cynthia merges her interests into an interdisciplinary practice aimed at showcasing the unusual 
morphologies that are present in the plant world.

Nancy Lord 
Alaska
2022 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Nancy Lord, a former Alaska State Writer Laureate, is the author of three short story collections, five 
books of literary nonfiction, and the novel pH. Her narrative work, which focuses mainly on 
environmental and marine issues, has appeared widely in journals and anthologies and has been 
honored with fellowships and awards. She currently teaches narrative science writing for Johns 
Hopkins University. She lives in Homer, Alaska. www.writernancylord.com
Photo Credit to Stacy Studebaker. Location: Kodiak Alaska

Julie Harrison
New York
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Julie Harrison (b. 1952 in Baltimore) is a New York City-based artist; she received an MA from New 
York University and a BA from the Univ. of New Mexico. Her work has garnered awards including 
NEA, NY State Council on the Arts, NY Foundation for the Arts, and others. Harrison has exhibited 
widely including the Museum of Modern Art in NYC, Museum of Arts & Design in NYC, The 
Neuberger Museum/Purchase, among others. Harrison’s work has been reviewed in 
publications such as Hyperallergic, The New York Times, The Albuquerque Tribune, and The Village 
Voice. Two books by Harrison were published by Granary Books, and her work was included in A 
Book About Colab (And Related Activities) and M/E/A/N/I/N/G: A Journal of Contemporary Art Issues. 
Artist residencies include Cold Spring Harbor Lab, Tides Institute & Museum of Art, Visual Studies 
Workshop, and others. Her work resides in special collections at The Getty, the Library of Congress, 
Harvard University, Columbia University, Yale University, and others. For 18 years, Harrison was a 
professor of art at Stevens Institute of Technology where she founded the Art & Technology B.A. 
program. Photo: Hugh French, 2023

Joseph Henry Leonard
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory

Joseph Henry Leonard grew up Hundngton Graduated in 1991 enlisted in Marine Corps for first 
Gulf War, was involved in Operadon Restore Hope in Somalia. Discharged in 1995 ; afended 
School Of Visual Arts, studied the figure Illustradon Anatomy Cartooning. Taught at The Village 
Ardst 1999-2014 while afending school; free lanced in NYC as a commercial ardst in bars such as 
Stout outside of Madison Garden, Amity Hall West Village, paindng beer and Whiskey Murals. Also 
have done Murals on the Island such as local bar in Hundngton Meehans. Joined CSH Labs in 2015 
works in Carpentry and Paint department. I like to work with all mediums air brush, oil paints, 
acrylic drawing charcoals, ink. Huge fan of paindng Sharks surrealism cartooning. Also have been a 
member of the Berndt Toast Gang since 1996 (group of Long Island Cartoonists)

http://www.writernancylord.com/


Priya Sridevi
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
I am a self-taught artist and work as Program Director for Translational Research Operations at 
CSHL. I grew up in Bangalore, India. My earlier paintings were done mostly with charcoal, dry 
pastels and acrylic, and my subjects were from still life and travel photographs. A dramatic shift 
both in my technique and approach happened when I started working with cold wax mixed with 
oil paints. The result is a medium that can be layered infinitely, scoured, patched up or dissolved 
to reveal texture and layers beneath. Though I started painting in the figurative style, my recent 
paintings are in the abstract expressionistic style. It begins with making thick and thin scribbles of 
different colors on the panel. Cold wax mixed with oil paints are then layered on the panel, with 
regular scraping away, mark making and incorporation of collage or other textural elements, a 
process that takes a few days or several weeks, after which the work finally begins to take shape 
and develop.  This intuitive process of art creation is one of the most gratifying experiences I have 
had. In the monochromatic “Carbon” series, I used a minimalistic approach to depict the powerful 
forces of nature. In the “Barcelona – A Colorful Chaos” series, I took a drastic step towards 
creating a colorful chaos of mixed media paintings, inspired by the Trencadis (broken-up tiles) art 
style of the Catalan region of Spain. I have incorporated folklore, storytelling and rich and 
repeating motifs throughout these paintings. My style and technique are constantly evolving and 
that is what I love about art, which I consider is limitless and without boundaries. I would like the 
audience to experience the same through my artworks. 

EXHIBIT PARTICIPANTS

Sal Serafino 
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Sal Serafino has been a member of the IT team at CSHL since 1997, initially supporting general 
infrastructure and scientific databases along with their associated programs.  Since 2005, he 
supports the Business Systems and related software.
For Sal, the joy of painting is experimenting with different media and learning how they work to 
bring an image together.  Exploring the use of various media and styles has made artistic expression 
a fun hobby creating portraits, landscapes, and abstracts in oils, watercolor and acrylics.  
Besides painting, Sal enjoys cooking, and music, and plays several instruments at advanced levels.

Prabha Vemkataramani
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Prabhadevi Venkataramani is a postdoctoral fellow in Tonks Laboratory, CSHL. She did 
her PhD in Biological Sciences from Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. She has 
completed a certificate course in Scientific Illustration under the guidance of Gretchen 
Halpert that included an art internship at The New York Botanical Gardens (NYBG). She is 
also a member of the Guild of Natural Science Illustrators (GNSI).  

Jan Witkowski
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Jan Witkowski is a Professor in the Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory School of Biological Sciences and 
former Execudve Director of the Banbury Center. His interests are human molecular genedcs, the 
interacdon of science and society, and the history of modern experimental biology.
He is a Fellow of the American Associadon for the Advancement of Science and to the Royal 
Society for Biology. Jan has wrifen and edited several nooks and was a coauthor with Jim Watson 
of two edidons of Recombinant DNA. He was co-editor with Alex Gann of The Annotated and 
Illustrated Double Helix, a new edidon of Watson's classic book. His most recent book is The Road 
to Discovery: A Short History of Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory. He used to be a keen rock climber, 
but now devotes his energy to aner his 1974 Jensen Interceptor Mk III, a classic English Grand 
Touring car.



EXHIBIT PARTICIPANTS

Moira Chas
Stony Brook University

Cesar Zepeda
Long Island
Cesar Zepeda was born in Mexico and moved to Oyster Bay, New York, at the age of five 
with his mother and two brothers. He earned a Bachelor’s degree in Landscape 
Architecture from SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry in 2012 and 
currently works as the Lead Designer at a landscape design and build firm in Long Island 
City, New York. Beyond his professional endeavors, Cesar spends his spare time creating 
digital artwork, ranging from 2D drawings to immersive 3D models.

Moira Chas is a professor of mathemadcs at Stony Brook University. Born in Argendna, 
she received her Licenciatura from the Universidad de Buenos Aires and her Ph.D. from 
the Universitat de Barcelona. She is passionate about the intriguing and sdmuladng 
beauty of mathemadcs and sharing it through interacdon with her audience. These 
passions have led her to explore mathemadcal concepts through various 
representadons, beginning with computer programs, then  crocheted surfaces, and 
now wire sculptures.
She is a recipient of the Godfrey Teaching Excellence Award and won the Simons Center 
Science Playwridng Compeddon for her play "The Mathemadcal Visions of Alicia Boole.” 
Jointly with Dennis Sullivan, she co-discovered "String Topology”.  Nowadays, she is 
persistently making non-orientable surfaces in wire and wridng a book about Alicia 
Boole, whose contribudons to geometry in the early 20th century condnue to inspire.
hfp://www.math.stonybrook.edu/~moira/
hfps://www.moirart.org/

Xiao Qiang LI
Long Island
Xiao Qiang LI, is a resident of Long Island, NY. Originally from China, he is a professional 
contemporary artist now specialized in abstractionism, particularly in the unique realm of ink 
abstract art. Besides participating in numerous art exhibitions in China, he held two 
exhibitions in 2022 and 2023 at NOVADO Gallery and Jericho Library, both of which were 
well-received. 
His artistic creations primarily reflect the essence of nature and delve deeply into emotional 
and spiritual themes. He has an abundance of creative mediums and enthusiasm, perfectly 
aligning with the enchanting ambiance of nature. His work has the potential to inspire New 
York’s youth to appreciate nature and love of art. 
As the art critic Tris McCall described after viewing the works of artist Xiao Qiang: “Paper is 
not skin. However, it shares some characteristics with the epidermis: it is absorbent, it can 
stretch, sometimes it tears, it is more fibrous than it appears, and when saturated with ink, it 
becomes permanently stained. Handmade paper, with its wrinkles and pleasing thickness, is 
particularly skin-like. Interacting with it is akin to a handshake.” 
Though the fibers are resilient, much like our approach to nature, it is with meticulous 
appreciation that we engage in the most exquisite dialogue with it. 
To view his artistic works, visit: https://www.lixiaoqiang261art.com/

http://www.math.stonybrook.edu/~moira/
https://www.moirart.org/
https://www.lixiaoqiang261art.com/


EXHIBIT ARTWORK

Lynn Fellman
Virginia
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Author and Artist
• Decoding Plant Genomes Book
• Matted Illustrations from the book

Julien Masson
United Kingdom
2024 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Digital artist
• Digital slide show of past work

Jacqueline Abend 
New Jersey
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Mixed Media Artist
• Barbara McClintock Studies
• Blue I, II & III Amor Lab
• Camo
• Candy Corn I & II B.Mclintock Collection
• Corina, Ella, Ana & Joe ( and the mice)
• Green I, II & III Amor Lab
• Lazy
• Suicide Squad

Lise Borel
France
2024 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Composer 
• Playing musical piece inspired by 

residency

JoeAnn Hart
Massachusetts
2024 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Writer
• Reading passage of ”The Fairfeathers”
• Highwire Act 
• Arroyo Circle Postcards

Lauren Camp
New Mexico
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Writer
• Poem “Into the Cell”

Cynthia Fan
United Kingdom/South Africa
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Plant Sculptor
• Print display based on McClintock Corn

Julie Harrison
New York
2023 Gilbert Artist-in-Residence
Multidisciplinary artist
• Coastal Series 2024, graphite, India ink, 

printer ink and paper on paper. 

Nancy Lord
Alaska
2022 Gilbert-Artist-in-Residence
Writer
• Poem “The Mouse Grimace Scale”
• Poem “Model Organisms”
• Poem “Proof of Stress”



EXHIBIT ARTWORK

Prabha Vemkataramani
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
Artist 
• Aquarium Framed Piece
• Squid Framed Piece

Moira Chas
Stony Brook University
Artist/Mathematician
• Wire Sculptures - One Large 
• Wire Sculptures - Two Medium
• Wire Sculptures - Three Small

Cesar Zepeda
Long Island
Digital Artist
• Digital Framed  Artwork 

Priya Sridevi
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
Abstract Artist
Mixed Media on wood panels
• El-Nino
• Flamenco
• Day & Night
• Strand 
• Ash

Sal Serafino
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Painter
• Landscaper Paintings

Joseph Leonard
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Artist and Cartoonist
• Walking Dudes Reality
• Great White Shark I
• Great White Shark II

Jan Witkowski
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Photographer
• Harbor Hillside
• Davenport
• Banbury Conference Center Snow
• Swans Harborview
• Knight House
• Robertson FallDavid Peikon

Long Island
Painter
• “The Beach Path” oil on linen

Xiao Qiang LI
Long Island
Abstract Artist
• Perception of Cold Spring Harbor 

in Winter



Celia & Wally Gilbert Artist-in-Residence Program
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory



CELIA & WALLY GILBERT ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE PROGRAM

The Center for Humani0es and History of Modern Biology 
at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL) offers the Celia 
and Wally Gilbert Ar0st-in-Residence Award for ar0sts, 
composers, writers, and designers. The Ar0st-in-Residence 
will reside at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory from one to 
three weeks, with room and board fully covered. An 
honorarium of $1,000, $1,200 or $1,500 will be given, 
based upon the length of stay.

Initiated with a gift by famed Nobel Prize laureate Wally Gilbert and his wife, poet and 
artist Celia, the annual Award will enable exceptionally creative individuals to stay on 
CSHL’s idyllic campus, explore the scientific process and interact with international 
scientific staff and visitors. Gilbert Residents may arrive with projects already in mind or 
come seeking inspiration for new ideas. Full access will be granted to CSHL’s archives 
invaluable resources, including historical papers, correspondence, photographs, and rare 
books in anthropology, experimental biology, eugenics, embryology, plant and animal 
genetics and related disciplines. The 117 acre CSHL campus is a registered botanical 
garden which features outdoor sculptures. Many of the buildings are on the National 
Register of Historic Places and the interiors feature original artwork.

“Broken City #II” print on aluminum 
Wally Gilbert, 2016

For more informa0on about the program, including how to apply, please visit our website at:
hYps://www.cshl.edu/educa0on/center-for-humani0es/grants-fellowships/gilbert-

ar0st-in-residence/

We are currently accep0ng applica0ons for the 2025 Gilbert Ar0st-in-Residency Program. 
The deadline for applica0ons is October 1, 2024.

https://www.cshl.edu/education/center-for-humanities/grants-fellowships/gilbert-artist-in-residence/
https://www.cshl.edu/education/center-for-humanities/grants-fellowships/gilbert-artist-in-residence/


Wally Gilbert majored in chemistry and physics at Harvard, and received his PhD from 
Cambridge University in 1957 for his work on the theory of elementary particles, the 
quantum theory of fields. He returned to Harvard as an Assistant Professor but became 
fascinated by molecular biology and made seminal discoveries showing that repressor 
genes regulate protein synthesis in the cell. In the early 1970s he devised a technique 
for determining the sequence of DNA, work that led to him receiving the Nobel Prize, 
which he shared with Fred Sanger and Paul Berg, in 1980. In the early 2000s, he turned 
to the visual arts, creating large digital photographs, images that
“…exemplify my delight in color and form, and my search for a three-dimensional effect 
on a two-dimensional surface. I search for depth beyond the picture plane and for 
mystery.”
He has had over 50 solo exhibitions around the world.

Celia Gilbert. a poet and an artist, has published five books of poetry: “Queen of 
Darkness,” “Bonfire,” “Something to Exchange,” “Cos na wymenie” (In Polish and 
English), and “An Ark of Sorts.” She has also written a book of short stories: “Ashes, 
Ashes, We All Fall Down” and a book of essays: “Those Times.”

About Celia & Wally Gilbert

After a certain high level of technical skill is achieved, science and 
art tend to coalesce in esthetics, plasticity, and form. The greatest 

scientists are always artists as well. - Albert Einstein



GILBERT ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE RECIPIENTS

2022 Artists

Karl-Oskar Gustafsson (Sweden)
Independent Filmmaker/Creative Director
Associated with: Drift Produktion, Sweden; Museum of Modern Art Stockholm
Education: Master of Fine Arts/Documentary, Stockholm Academy of Dramatic Arts
Project: Film with the working title “Barbara & The Jumping Genes”

Nancy Lord (Alaska)
Writer/Poet
Associated with: Adjunct teacher, Johns Hopkins University graduate science writing program.
Education: M.F.A. Writing, Vermont College
Project: Plans to continue work on a collection of science-oriented short fictions, and use the CSHL experience for one or 
more stories and hope to move closer to completion of a book.

Roxane Revon (France/New York)
Multidisciplinary artist 
Education: Masters Degree in Philosophy, La Sorbonne University (Paris I) and Roma II University (Tor Vergata)
Project: Plans to work on daily drawing/photography art practice on human/plants relationships and document the way 
biologists and scientists develop a regular conversation with the plant specimen they are working with

2023 Artists

Rachel Khong (California)
Writer
Educa[on: MFA University of Florida, Crea[ve Wri[ng, Fic[on
Project: Working on revisions of her novel called Real Americans, which merges art and science to tell the story of an 
immigrant family, following three members of this family from the years 1999 to 2030. Novel to be published by Alfred A. 
Kno] in Spring 2024.

Julie Harrison (New York)
Mul[disciplinary Visual Ar[st
Educa[on: MA Steinhardt School, New York University
Project:  To create a new kind of self-portrait - one that u[lizes and is inspired by images of my body [ssue, cells and 
neuronal connec[ons samples from the resources at the lab.

Lynn Fellman (Virgina)
Ar[st-Author for Genomics
Educa[on: Bachelor of Fine Arts, University of Minnesota
Project: A coloring book that appeals to adults and children and a talk designed for a general audience. The book will be 
published in [me for the October 2023 CHSL mee[ng for 50th anniversary of recombinant DNA technology.



2023 Artists

Tina Lam (Canada)
Multimedia Abstract Artist
Education: MFA Creative Visual Arts, Columbia University
Project: Creation of a large-scale immersive multimedia art installation.

Jacqueline Abend (New Jersey)
Abstract Artist
Associated with: Art Teacher, New Jersey Regional Day School
Education: Masters of Arts in Teaching, Montclair State University
Project: To gain inspiration for new works, using photomicrographs from CSHL’s research of various cancer cells and the 
work of the Jackson Lab, specifically with maize. 

Daphne Kaloty (Massachusetts)
Writer
Associated with: Fulltime Lecturer, Lewis Center for the Arts, Program in Creative Writing
Education: Ph.D., Modern and Contemporary Literature, Boston University
Project: Working on novel, Conditions of Flight, about the intersection between global trade and global migration. 

Cynthia Fan (UK/South Africa)
Plant Sculptor
Education: PhD in Plant Molecular Science, University of Edinburgh, UK
Project: An investigation into plant morphology and the sculptural potential of plants

Robert Ballagh (Ireland)
Painter
Association: President of the Ireland Institute
Education: Honorary Doctorate, Philosophy, Dublin Institute of Technology
Honorary Doctorate, Literature, University College Dublin
Project: Piece of original artwork based on the cross fertilization of ideas across art and scientific discovery

Lauren Camp (New Mexico)
Poet
Education: Bachelor of Science, Cornell University
Project: To continue work on series of poems about female scientists, including Barbara McClintock, and biological 
study of sight and seeing.

Sarah Aziz (New Mexico)
Abstract Artist
Associated with: Assistant Professor of Architecture at University of New Mexico
Education: Masters of Architecture, School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Project : Plans to work with the plant biology group to deepen her understanding of tumbleweeds and other plant 
species non-native to North America.

GILBERT ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE RECIPIENTS



2024 Artists

Lauren Acampora (New York)
Writer
Educa[on: Fic[on Wri[ng, Master of Fine Arts, Brooklyn College
Project: Developing a new fic[on piece that inves[gates the nexus of science and humanity. 

JoeAnn Hart (Massachuse`s)
Writer 
Educa[on: Bennington Wri[ng Seminars, Master of Fine Art, Bennington College
Project: Link of short stories set in a post-Ex[nc[on Emergency 

Lise Borel (France)
Composer
Educa[on: Musicologie dégrée, la Sorbonne, Paris, France
Project : Compose a piece based on CSHL seqng and scien[fic environment

Mari Nagem  (New York/Brazil)
Conceptual Ar[st
Educa[on: Haute Ecole d’Art et de Design de Geneve, HEAD, Master in Fine Arts 2010
Project: The Future of Plants

JM Masson (United Kingdom)
Visual Ar[st
Educa[on: Computer Anima[on, Masters of Arts
Project: Piece mixing digital and analogue art forms

Rebecca Kamen (Virginia)
Visual Ar[st
Associa[on: Ar[st in Residence/Visi[ng Scholar, The Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of 
Pennsylvania
Professor Emeritus, Art, Northern Virginia Community College, Alexandria, VA
Educa[on: Sculpture, MFA, Rhode Island School of Design
Project: Con[nuum – Using the archives to inves[gate McClintock and Greider collec[ons

Nene Humphrey (New York)
Visual Ar[st
Associa[on: Long-Term Ar[st-In-Residence, LeDoux Lab, NYU
Educa[on: Master of Fine Arts, York University, Toronto, Canada
Project: TBD

John O’Connor (New York)
Drawing and pain[ng
Associated with: Tenured faculty and Chair of Visual and Studio Arts, Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, NY
Educa[on: Skowhegan School of Pain[ng and Sculpture, Maine; Master of Fine Arts, Pra` Ins[tute, NY
Project: Interested in CSHL’s Professor Saket Navlakha and research scien[st Jonathan Suen’s research on the 
link between ants and Internet engineers

GILBERT ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE RECIPIENTS



Support the 
Celia & Wally Gilbert 

Artist-in-Residence Program
at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory (CSHL)

We welcome your donation to support the Celia & Wally Gilbert
Artist-in-Residence Program which helps to inspire creative thinking that will 
energize innovation in both culture and science.  

Our program supports artists who can interpret scientific research elements 
into accessible works of art—paintings, novels, poetry, and more— and 
connects them with CSHL scientists who can explain the significance of their 
research, lessening the prevailing distance between the public and science.

Your tax-deductible donation will ensure that the Celia & Wally Gilbert Artist-
in-Residence Program can continue to support the relationship between art 
and science for years to come.

To make a donation, please scan the QR Code or visit give.CSHL.edu and 
indicate “CSHL Archives” in the comment box. 

Other Ways to Donate:
• Donations can be made over the phone by calling 516-367-8840
• Donations can be made by mailing a check, made out to “Cold Spring Harbor 

Laboratory” with CSHL Archives in memo, to the following address:

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Advancement Dept., Nichols Building

1 Bungtown Road 
Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724



Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory 
Library and Archives

1 Bungtown Rd, Cold Spring Harbor, NY 11724
516-367-6872

https://www.cshl.edu/cshl-library/

https://www.cshl.edu/cshl-library/

